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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 
NASACT ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL HALL OF FAME CLASS 

 
Louis Goldstein, William Snodgrass, Frank Greathouse and Relmond P. Van Daniker to be 

Honored at NASACT’s Centennial Conference 
 

 
Chicago, IL – August 25, 2015 – Four inductees to the National Association of State Auditors, 

Comptrollers and Treasurers’ Hall of Fame were recognized during NASACT’s Centennial 

Celebration on Tuesday, August 25, commemorating the Association’s one-hundredth year. 

 Louis L. Goldstein, former Comptroller of Maryland 

 William R. Snodgrass, former Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury 

 Frank L. Greathouse, former Tennessee Director of State Audit and Assistant to 

the Comptroller 

 Relmond P. Van Daniker, former Executive Director of NASACT and the 

Association of Government Accountants 

 The NASACT Hall of Fame was conceived as a way to honor those who have made major 

and enduring impacts on state government financial management, the Hall of Fame is meant to 

memorialize the vision, accomplishments, and lasting impacts of leaders among the Association’s 

membership and the broader NASACT community. 

 Nominees to the inaugural class of the Hall of Fame were evaluated on four main criteria. 



 

1. Promotion or enhancement of government accountability, efficiency or 

effectiveness. 

2. Improvement of state government. 

3. Impact upon the lives of citizens or upon those employed by state governments. 

4. And peer recognition of excellence and achievement. 

ABOUT THE RECIPIENTS 

Louis L. Goldstein served as Maryland’ Comptroller of the Treasury from 1959 to 98, 
wearing the state comptroller badge for nearly 40 years. His name was synonymous with the words 
“state comptroller.” He served NASACT and its members throughout his tenure, with a term as 
president in 1969. 

He was an elected state senator, serving as both majority leader and senate president. He 
ran a successful law firm with his wife Hazel. He was retired from the U.S. Marines and the Marine 
Corp Reserve. 

During his life, he not only won numerous awards, but awards were named after him… as 
well as buildings and highways. In 1997, the National Association of State Comptrollers established 
the Louis L. Goldstein Award for Excellence in his honor.  

He was a multi-faceted leader, with many interests, including civic affairs, education, 
historic preservation, tourism, veteran’s affairs, conservation, and of course, government financial 
management. 

During the civil rights struggle, Goldstein was a leader in promoting equal opportunity 
almost a decade before the federal government.  

Under his leadership, the Comptroller’s Office was an international leader in applying 
innovation to financial recordkeeping. This was during a time when technology was changing 
rapidly, and rapidly changing the business of government. 

He was, and still is, an inspiration, and his years of service leave a lasting impact upon the 
citizens and state employees of Maryland, as well as generations of government finance leaders 
around the country. 

 
In 1955, William R. Snodgrass became Tennessee’s first elected Comptroller of the 

Treasury, nearly three decades before the Governmental Accounting Standards Board was 
established to set generally accepted accounting principles, or GAAP, for state and local 
governments. He was re-elected by each General Assembly until his retirement in 1998. His tenure 
stands out not only for its length, but also for the way in which it was served. 

The past half-century has seen revolutionary reform in government financial management. 
Bill Snodgrass was on the front lines of this reform, providing leadership, practical ideas, and 
manpower to numerous improvement efforts. 

He enjoyed telling the story of how his office implemented GAAP for all local 
governments, and began auditing them for adherence, long before others. Under his leadership, 
Tennessee was the first state to receive a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association. 

Snodgrass credited the formation of the national and regional intergovernmental audit 
forums in the 1970s with making state and federal audits more efficient. He was instrumental to 



 

establishing these forums as the vital link they are between auditors working today at all levels of 
government. 

Bill Snodgrass was an instrumental player in the formation of the GASB. He served as a 
member of the Financial Accounting Foundation’s Board of Trustees, and he and his staff 
participated in early discussions, and later the due process hearings, that led to the establishment 
of GASB Statement Number 34. 

He received numerous awards in his lifetime, and in 1998, the National State Auditors 
Association established the William R. Snodgrass Distinguished Leadership Award in his honor. He 
was president of NASACT in 1979. 

After his retirement in 1999, until his death in 2008, Snodgrass continued to serve as state 
comptroller emeritus, working part time from his office in the William R. Snodgrass Tennessee 
Tower. The naming of Tennessee’s largest state office building after him was just one of many 
honors bestowed during his lifetime.  

Years after his death, Bill Snodgrass’s legacy is still felt. He is true legend in the State of 
Tennessee and around the nation. 

 
 In 1973, Frank L. Greathouse joined Bill Snodgrass’s staff, after a distinguished career in 
public accounting, to serve as Director of State Audit and Assistant to the State Comptroller. He 
was active in several organizations dedicated to the promotion and enrichment of government 
auditing. He received the Donald L. Scantlebury Memorial Award in 1978 from the Joint Financial 
Management Improvement Program in recognition of that dedication. 

He served as president of both NSAA and GFOA. He played a vital role in seeing that his 
state's CAFR met the standards necessary to receive the GFOA’s Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting, and to ensuring that Tennessee was the first state to receive this 
recognition in June 1979.  

He was instrumental in the formation of the Nashville chapter of AGA, of which he was the 
first president, and he received the AGA’s national Distinguished Leadership Award in 1985.  
One of his most notable accomplishments was his work in helping form the GASB. He served as 
chairman of the Governmental Accounting Standards Advisory Council and as chairman of the 
GASB Task Force on Financial Reporting. 

Greathouse was a member of the FAF Board of Trustees. He served as chairman of the 
National Council on Governmental Accounting. And he played an important role in the State 
Government Accounting Project coordinated by the Council of State Governments. 

Greathouse retired in November 1988. His leadership and tireless commitment to 
excellence and ethics in government continue to serve as standards for the government auditing 
community. 

 
 Dr. Relmond P. Van Daniker has been a relentless advocate of government 
accountability. In his roles as a professor of government accounting at the University of Kentucky 
and as executive director of both NASACT and AGA, he has suggested dozens of initiatives to 
motivate and encourage students and government officials to promote excellence in public sector 
finance.   

He was a leader in the creation and ongoing support of GASB. He was the principal 
investigator on CSG’s State Government Accounting Project. 

His influence has helped embed in statutes and policies a progressive approach to 
improving government. He has accomplished this directly by testifying and sponsoring legislation 
and by providing information and advice to public officials as they pursued legislation.   

Van Daniker has spearheaded several campaigns directed at increasing trust between 
government and citizens, such as AGA’s Citizen Centric Reporting initiative.  



 

He has been a role model for excellence in public sector accountability, and throughout his 
career has consistently identified important issues and trends, and mobilized stakeholders to 
collaborate for the public good.  

During his tenure at NASACT, he positioned the association as a leader among peers. He 
is a long-time proponent of intergovernmental improvement programs, and has dedicated his career 
to enhancing government procedures and management at all levels. 
 

He has written and contributed to numerous books and articles related to government 
financial management.  

Van Daniker’s career as an educator, manager and thought leader has left lasting 
impressions on students, government workers at all levels, and peers in numerous national 
associations. 

 
### 

 

The National Association of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treasurers (NASACT) is an 
organization for state officials tasked with the financial management of state governments. 
NASACT’s membership is comprised of officials who have been elected or appointed to the office 
of state auditor, comptroller or treasurer in each of the 50 states, the District of Columbia and U.S. 
territories. For more information on NASACT or its affiliate organizations, the National State 
Auditors Association (NSAA) and the National Association of State Comptrollers (NASC), call (859) 
276-1147 or visit www.nasact.org.  


